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INTRO

Dear architect
Perhaps you know us already, or perhaps you don’t. A good time to get to know each other better! Icoustic is advice, assistance and contracting rolled into one. In
one specialist field too: seamless acoustic spray plasters. We personalise sound and ambient sound, so that it optimally reflects how you want to experience tone and
acoustics. Thanks to our total acoustic solutions, you can control, direct, suppress, accentuate and do many other things with your sound. Icoustic will create a highly
personal sound experience for you, tailored to your space and its specific needs.
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INTRO

DO YOU TAKE ACOUSTICS INTO ACCOUNT IN YOUR DESIGN?
Good acoustics begin with the design. The invisible comfort of a building is often overlooked,
meaning that user experience will leave much to be desired. Consider us your sparring partner.
Together with you, we consider how best to implement an acoustic solution in each of your
designs. We are your technical right hand in advice on acoustics. We can offer you technical
assistance and support, but we also totally understand you at visual level. Our acoustic sound
absorption does not detract from your design in any way. We do our utmost to ensure the
acoustic spray plasters integrate well with your plans for the building.

APPLY FOR THE SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE BOX
Did you know that the acoustic spray plasters from Thermocon and Fade® are available in
every RAL or NCS colour and that they can be seamlessly applied? Download the specifications
at www.icoustic.eu/en/lastenboeken.
Or apply for your sample box. Discover samples of our most popular finishes and colours.
These enable you to assess the visual quality of the product. We will be happy to explain the
acoustic qualities based on your specific case and our calculations.
In this magazine, we provide insight into the world of acoustics. You will also receive tips,
facts and advice. If you are interested in a sample box or an appointment, please contact us,
free of obligation, at info@icoustic.eu.

5

IN THIS EDITION

What to expect

1

Sound optimisation in open offices ______________________________________________________________________ p 6

2

Better concentration and higher productivity thanks to good acoustics _____ p 8

3

Acoustics ideally begin in the design phase _______________________________________________________ p 10

4

What if the acoustics aspect has been ignored? _______________________________________________ p 12

6

1

2

3

4

Sound optimisation
in open office
Open offices are standard in business premises today. The open
office acts as a workstation, reception desk, waiting room, meeting
room, copying area – you name it. When all employees share the same
room, good acoustics are a key requirement for total concentration.
Flexitime, brainstorming sessions in a team, meetings at all hours of
the day and skype meetings at your desk are all routine in the modern
office. At the same time, individuals must be able to focus on their
own work. Which is not always easy in an open office. Particularly if
reverberation hasn’t been taken into account in the design.
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OPTIMISING ROOM ACOUSTICS
Good acoustics are essential for a pleasant working environment. After all, acoustics have a direct
impact on the physical and mental well-being and performance of your employees. Clarity of speech in
the room must therefore be optimal. But what is that exactly? Clarity of speech, as the word suggests,
is about how clearly the listener can hear what you say. In noisy rooms with a lot of reverberation, you
may have great difficulty hearing each other.
Speech privacy is another important aspect. This means that a conversation between two people in
an open room should remain as private as possible. That will also ensure that other people are not
disturbed in their concentration.

SOUND ABSORBING PRODUCTS
The proper combination of well-considered ceiling absorption, furniture and sound screens create the
perfect working environment. A good starting point is to install or apply high-quality sound absorbing
products across the ceiling. In the past, this was often omitted for aesthetic reasons. Fortunately,
acoustic materials have improved considerably, so the aesthetic aspect is no longer an objection.

THE PERFECT ACOUSTIC WORKING ENVIRONMENT
Open offices require sound absorbing products that reduce reverberation and sound levels and
improve acoustics. Icoustic provides the ideal solution for an optimal acoustic situation: acoustic spray
plaster systems that are easy to install and apply to ceilings.

Are you looking for advice on creating
the perfect acoustics in your office?
Please contact us, free of obligation,
at info@icoustic.eu or dial +32 (0)14 58 18 00.
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Better concentration
and higher productivity
thanks to good acoustics
Open offices are known for encouraging interaction among
employees. At the same time, they are associated with poor
acoustics, which is still one of the top 3 complaints in offices.
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REDUCED PRODUCTIVITY
Colleagues making phone calls, repeatedly walking by on their way to
the coffee machine or to wash their hands, brainstorming sessions in the
middle of the office... Poor acoustics cause loss of concentration. That in
turn reduces productivity by 86 minutes per day – a big chunk of time,
considering a standard working day is eight hours!
People exposed to sound for too long can even suffer health problems,
like stress, persistent headaches, high blood pressure, sleep disorders
and even heart disease. All these ailments can be prevented by creating
optimal acoustics in the working environment.

HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY
Good acoustics also means more satisfaction, better concentration and
performance, and less sickness-related absenteeism. In the long term,
investing in acoustic sound absorption provides serious cost-savings.
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Acoustics ideally begin
in the design phase
When a building is designed, the focus is primarily on the client’s
wishes, the intended function of the building, what it will look like, and
of course the budget. There is a real chance here that the invisible
comfort is overlooked, which can seriously affect user experience
in the room. What do you need to take into account to make a design
acoustics-proof?
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MEASURING IS KNOWING

ACOUSTICS AND AESTHETICS GO HAND IN HAND

A visual picture, top quality materials, and a creative layout are no guarantee for perfect acoustics.
Acoustics are something you hear, but there’s much more to it than that. Because it’s difficult to
determine in advance what the sound in the building will be like, an acoustic study by an acoustic
agency is highly recommended. It is important to measure the reverberation precisely.

Acoustics don’t need to be dull. There are so many
products nowadays that do not adversely affect the
aesthetics of a building. Add colour to your interior,
create a smooth or a slightly textured look. Did you
know that you can choose the acoustic spray plasters
from Thermocon and Fade® in every RAL or NCS colour

THE RATIO IS GOLDEN

and that they can be applied seamlessly?

Respecting the Golden Ratio is the message! You may have heard this ideal ratio that is widely used.
Although the Golden Ratio tends to be used for aesthetic reasons, it is also used in acoustics to
reduce the resonance in the room.

STARTING AT THE SOURCE
Sound always has a source. Printers humming, doors shutting, music, people whispering or
speaking just a bit too loudly – it’s all caught by the walls and cabinets, and much of it is caught by
the ceiling. The ceiling is often forgotten when it comes to acoustics.

ACOUSTICS CAN ALSO BE MINIMALISTIC
In architecture, minimalism is the reason why buildings are often made from concrete and glass.
However, the acoustics in such hard environments are anything but optimal. By using acoustic
materials that not only provide fantastic functional results but also have excellent visual qualities,
the minimalistic style can be retained.

ACOUSTIC COMFORT RIGHT FROM THE START
The designers are responsible for integrating the
acoustic quality in the design in a sustainable manner.
Understandably, they are often distracted by the
slightly more enticing visible aspects of the future
building, but they still devote more attention now to the
invisible acoustic elements. More and more designers
and architects now realise that acoustic comfort is
an important aspect in the whole building. They are
therefore increasingly prepared to prioritise acoustics
in their definitive design.
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What if
the acoustics aspect
has been ignored?
Often it’s only after people have moved into a new building that
they find out that the acoustics are disappointing. The open office
lets in slightly too much noise, the meeting room is the paragon of
reverberation, you invariably get a headache in the restaurant –
drawbacks that nobody had bargained for. Ideally, acoustics are
taken into account during the earliest design phase of the building.
What if acoustics have been ignored all the same?
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No reason for panic!
There are certainly ways to solve the problem afterwards. The reverberation
time particularly needs to be reduced in the case of poor acoustics. An easy
way to do this is by using sound absorbing materials, such as furniture. The
ceiling can also help optimise the acoustics. Spray plasters can be used
to absorb noise and reduce the reverberation time. Today these products
no longer spoil the aesthetics. On the contrary. With the wide variety of
structures and colours available, they can match the existing interior
perfectly.

Apply for the free sample box
or contact us, free of obligation at info@icoustic.eu

CONTACT

ICOUSTIC BELGIUM (HQ)
T. +32 (0)14 58 18 00

ICOUSTIC NETHERLANDS
T. +31 (0)76 303 11 92

ICOUSTIC FRANCE
T. +33 (0)3 59 56 16 34

Focused on the world
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